Challenges Ahead
R E G I O N A L

I S S U E

Preparing for Autonomous
and Connected Vehicles
B ACKG R O U N D
Transportation technology is changing rapidly. Cutting-edge advancements are headed our way, experts say, such as self-driving vehicles,
“smart” signals that optimize traffic flow, and connected cars that “talk”
to each other and avoid collisions.
These changes promise to fundamentally transform our region – not
unlike when the horse and buggy gave way to the internal combustion
engine. It also requires a regional response: After all, traffic doesn’t stop at
the city or county line.
The future could bring smoother-flowing and safer traffic, more efficient logistics, and better connections between mass transit and jobs. The
trucking industry may be one of the earliest adopters of driving automation, meaning we may someday see convoys of autonomous trucks on our
highways.
The new technology will also bring challenges. To have it work well,
metro Atlanta will require a seamless technology that spans the region –
sensors in roads, “smart” traffic signals, and secure IT systems to handle
data. Local governments and transportation planners will need to ensure
that disadvantaged communities aren’t left out. And automation threatens
employment of truck drivers and other sectors.
To begin planning for this new world, the Atlanta Regional Commission
in 2017 brought together 300 local government and transportation officials
for the region’s first ConnectATL summit to hear from national experts
and consider the implications for communities, infrastructure, and the
workforce. Additional ConnectATL forums are planned to help the region
stay on top of this critical issue.
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INSIGH T S & IN NOVATI O N
Self-driving vehicles won’t mean an end to mass
transit. As one project underway in Columbus,
Ohio shows, autonomous vehicles and smart
technology could improve connections between
mass transit and jobs and even the playing field
for disadvantaged residents.
Columbus won funding for autonomous
traffic projects through the Smart Cities Challenge,
a national competition backed by the U.S. Department of Transportation and businesses.
The city envisions traffic upgrades that will add
corridors for autonomous vehicles and equip buses,
taxis, and cars with vehicle-to-vehicle communication.
Data from smart traffic systems will help improve
traffic flow. And self-driving shuttles from bus
terminals will transport residents and tourists to
jobs, shopping, and health care.
Columbus Mayor Andrew J. Ginther, who
spoke at ARC’s ConnectATL summit, says smart
technology can create “ladders of opportunity”
through better links to jobs and services for people
in historically disadvantaged neighborhoods.
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Atlanta Regional Commission
Georgia Department of Transportation
State Road and Tollway Authority
Georgia Regional Transportation Authority
Local transit providers
City and county governments

OPPORT UNIT IES FOR ACT I O N/
COL L ABORAT ION

Autonomous car sales expected surge by 2035
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